India that is Bharat: Anil Kumar Sharma

The enigmatic name ‘India that is Bharat’ –would be a favourite recipe for discussions to Yatinder Kumar Gupta- a leading socio-political leader of the Punjab Praant (united Punjab province)‘What a contradiction!’- He would exclaim, then start explaining without waiting for others to react and speak.‘An English touch- a legacy of the British Raj but followed by Bhartiyata- Indianness. ‘Ridiculous! How both can pull together?’-Wide open eyes with mustachioed open mouth hurling wisdom couplets- looking at the congregations straight in the eyes- raising his hands upwards pointing a finger to the skies- would mesmerize them within the radius of their sight. Most of the people never knew about the official name or the Constitutional name of India- which he would disclose to everybody with revealing looks. May be to display his knowledge to impress or meaning it truly from the core of his heart -what he was sermonizing.
He would suggest innovative planning for reversing the tide of modernization of ‘traditional Bharat’ – that is real India and Hindusthan, Aryavrat and Brahamvrat. Mixing ancient culture and its ethos with modernity of the West would irk the conscience of Yatinder Kumar Gupta. He was known for his honesty of purpose; his well-informed knowledge was his asset and high ideals of sarvagina vikas (all around progress) with revivalism of rich traditions and values of ancient India was his spine. But the tradition and conservation was more galore in his talks than the elements of modernity. The conservative and traditional forces joined him and made him a giant leader of a section of the society; the opposition branding him communal and anti-secular. 
He rose to be the head of an institution called Swayambhu – (self-incepted) founded by a theo-leader of pre-independent India in 1925.
The roles changed- the robes changed- the traditional conservative leader went to Europe tour in a modern outfit of coat and pantaloon- shedding all traditional apparels. His real brother married an English lady and had to have a public dinner to celebrate the grand occasion calling it to be marriage of two great cultural streams like the merger of Ganga and Yamuna. Another brother – a professor in Hindi in a college started teaching Sanskrit in English considering it to be more appropriate and authentic. The Max Muller’s Indology was the all time best in Sanskrit literature. The history of Sanskrit literature was to be read in English. The general talks with the students had to be in English to impress them. The dhoti-kurta culture had no meaning for him as he used to clad in full coat and pant having pleats of a stylish outfit. 
The traditional followers were aghast to hear his lecture in Ramakrishana Mission delivered in English and articles published in English in a newspaper of the region. He made forays in the English corridors- may be the ‘delhi darbar’ of the political hierarchy or the socio-cultural hierarchy of the opposite camps. The opportunistic attitude clothed in modernity and tradition was his armoury.
The Govt. of India made him Governor of a State ‘Ambaranchal;’and recognized his meritorious services. He broke up with the ‘conservative and traditional forces to be called ‘parochial and regional-separatist’.
He became secular in character!
He became peculiar in pursuits!
A five years stint in the gubernatorial lordship made him wary of ‘Bharat’ that is India’- a favourite reversal of the Constitutional name as he would cherish. The official parties and functional, to keep the revivalists at bay, to talk less with the forces of acquaintance, to avoid common people and places, mixing with only the high and mighty, to listen to the sanyasis speaking in English sermonizing Bhagvadgita.. 
After retirement, he could not mix up with sons and daughter of the soil. He was an uprooted tree; could not be replanted or transplanted anywhere anymore. The traditional institutions closed its doors for ever for the old eagle; and his seating on dais and presiding over the functions was considered obnoxious and bad omen for the fascist forces.
A whispering campaign started within the rank and file of the outfit Swayambhu to dump the wolf poaching the tender neo-recruits of the organization. 
He breathed his last as a disgusted man at Haridwar in an ashrama where he was learning vedantic philosophy in the English language. His death was mourned by the two streams of people – one the official salutation as he rose to be Governor of a State – mourning laced in tradition. His son lit the pyre with rhymes and hymns and consigned him to merge with panchbhutas enshrined in the bhartiya scriptures.
The great Indian eagle rose to the skies but grounded to be lost in the melee of dust with the reversal of arms in salutation.

Italics
India that is Bharat :  Constitutional name of India
Punjab Praant : Undivided Punjab of yore.
Sarvangina Vikas : All round development.
Swayambhu : Self -incepted organisation.
Ganga & Yamuna : Long rivers of North India.
Dhoti - Kurta : Indian Attire.
Delhi-darbar : Corridors of power in Delhi.
Sanyasis : Recluse living in hermitage.
Panchbhutas : Five fundamental elements of nature.
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