The Literary Legend for this issue is Dr. Stephen Gill (Canada) - 
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DR. STEPHEN GILL: A Literary Profile 
Poet Laureate of Ansted University, Stephen Gill is an expressive voice of Canada, India and Pakistan.  He believes strongly in a democratically elected world government and peace through peaceful means.  Global peace and social concerns are the main areas of his interest.                                                                 
Stephen Gill has received  recognitions,  including   three  honorary doctorates; and Laureate Man of Letters  from  United  Poets Laureate International; Sahir Award of Honor  from Sahir Cultural Society,  Panjab, India; a Plaque from the World Council of Asian Churches (Canada); Pegasus   International Poetry for Peace Award (Poetry in the Arts, Inc., Texas,); The Best Poet of Peace Award  for the year 1993 from Roger Cable 11 (Canada);  and  The Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal. 

He has appeared in several prestigious national and international reference books, including  Immigrants We Read About by George Bonavia, International Production, Ottawa; Who's Who In Canadian Literature, Reference Press, Toronto, Canada; Vesta's Who's Who of North American Poets, Vesta, Canada; Ethnic & Native Canadian Literature: A Bibliography by John Miska, University of Toronto Press; Something About The Author, vol. 63, Gale Research, USA;  Who's Who In Canada, Toronto University Press; and Who's Who in Ontario, Heritage Press, B.C., Canada.                             

Stephen Gill was born in Sialkot, Pakistan,  where he passed his early childhood and grew in India. After teaching in Ethiopia for three years, he migrated to England before settling in Canada.

LITERARY JOURNEY OF STEPHEN GILL

POETRY

*. Shrine (World University Press), poems, 1999

*. Songs Before Shrine (authorspress) collection of the following four collections of poems:

    --1. Reflections & Wounds (poems) Hc. Vesta, 1978             

   ---2. The Dove of Peace (poems) Pb., MAF Press, NY 1989, 1993    

   ---3 Songs for Harmony (poems) Pb., Rose Shell Press, NJ, 1993
   ---4.Divergent Shades (poems) Xavier's College, India 1995
*. Flashes (trilliums in haiku spirit), Imprint

* The Flame (Vesta) This is the longest poem ever written in English on modern terrorism.
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FICTION
* Life’s Vagaries (short stories)   

*The Loyalist City (a novel)              

*Why (a novel

*Immigrant (a novel)

*Simon & the Snow King (children story, Illust.) 

*The Blessings of a Bird (children story, illust) 
CRITICAL STUDIES

* Scientific Romances of H.G. Wells 
* Six Symbolist Plays of Yeats  

*Political Convictions of G.B. Shaw 
MISCELLENOUS 

*The Discovery of Bangladesh (history) 
*Sketches of India (illust. essays about India) 
*English Grammar for Beginners  

BOOKS IN URDU, PANJABI AND HINDI
* Aman Di Ghuggi (Poems in Panjabi language)
* Jazeera (poems in Urdu) 

*Jazeera (poems in Hindi) 
BOOKS EDITED 
* Poets of the Capital (Ottawa poets) 
* Seaway Valley Poets  
* Tales from Canada for Children Everywhere 

* Green Snow: Anthology of Canadian Poets of Asian Origin 

* Anti-War Poems: Vol. 1 

* Anti-War Poems: Vol. 2nd 
* Vesta's Who's Who of North American Poets (Vesta 1990)

WORKS IN TRANSLATION 
-Zakhmi Perchawen (poems in Panjabi). Translator: Dr. Mohinder Kaur Gill. Hc., Suchinton Prakashan, New Delhi, India, 1980

-Awasi (Panjabi translation of his novel Immigrant). Translator: Balbir Momi. Pb., Pal Pocket Books, Amritsar, India, 1986.

-Parwasi (translation of IMMIGRANT in Panjabi) Translators: Dr. N. Singh and S. Sarna. Pb., 1989. Vikendrit Group of Publications, Delhi, India.

-Reflexions Et Blessures (poems in French). Translator: Fr. Roland Hamel, Vesta, 1979.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
Poetry and prose of Stephen Gill have appeared in more than five hundred publications, mostly in Canada, the United States and India. He has  written and published book reviews, research papers on writers from the East and the West, and articles on world peace. He has also written poetry in Urdu, Hindi and 
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Panjabi. Some of his Urdu/Hindi poems have been put to music and performed by prominent singers, and have been released in two CD’s, titled AMAN, and another CD is titled AMAN KI RAH. 

                                                                                                                                             In addition, he receives doctoral dissertations regularly from universities for evaluation as an examiner. Also, scholars at some universities are doing research at doctoral levels on his  books.
Three books of critical studies  are available on his  works, and another one is forthcoming:
1 Glimpses ( published articles and research papers). Ed. Hamadan Derwesh, Vesta, Canada

2. Stephen Gill and His Works by Dr. George Hines, Authors Press, New Delhi
3. Discovering Stephen Gill (unpublished research papers and articles). Ed. Dr. Nilanshu  K. Agarwal, authors press 
4. Essays on the Poetry of Stephen Gill   (unpublished research papers by scholars). Ed.  Dr. Shaleen Singh (forthcoming)
A DVD of his interviews on television is also available.  This DVD is called INTERVIEWS WITH DR. STEPHEN GILL. He has discussed his books, art of writing and his message about peace in these interviews.
The poetry of Stephen Gill is noticeable for calm beauty, graceful individual expression and meaningful images. Due to his thoughts that abound in the land of Gotama and Gandhi, Stephen Gill is distinctively recognizable in the gallery of world poetry. 

Below are three quotes chosen from several to exemplify the opinion of the media about  Stephen Gill and his poetry:

*An indefatigable crusader for peace and champion of literary cause… (Poetry in the Arts, USA)
*He writes concisely, gracefully of commonplace things and contemporary concerns, suggesting thoughts and feelings of depth without forcing them on the reader ( Daily Ottawa Citizen, Canada)

*For Stephen Gill, poetry is the language of peace (The Daily Standard Freeholder, Canada) 

For further details, please visit his website: www.stephengill.ca
CONTACT: stephengill@cogeco.ca 
Here are some Opinions on the latest Book of Stephen Gill

The Flame- the longest poem in English on modern terrorism 
The Flame, the longest poem on modern terrorism by Stephen Gill, is a sprinkler of peace in the dark cloudy nights … 

In recent years when the explosions of dynamite and roars of the mortars are deafening humans and the dance of terrorists is posing a real threat to human liberty, the Flame by Dr. Stephen Gill is a sprinkler of peace. While the rising blaze of terrorism is swallowing humanity, The Flame suggests to control this blaze by using the water of peaceful means.  It is a unique experience to read the longest poem ever written on terrorism that illustrates the ultimate solution towards peace. 

       The Flame is the latest book written by Dr. Stephen Gill, who has authored many volumes to express his vision.  During current disastrous geo-political situation in different parts of the world when a majority of writers prefer to be silent, Stephen Gill is a voice in wilderness but in truth he is a real champion of peace.

       The peace poetry in the present era is still a rare commodity.   A majority of poets are silent about the burning olive leaves by the cruel hands of terrorists. The destination chosen by Stephen Gill to spread the fragrance of peace with his poetry strengthens the efforts of leaders who struggle for harmony. 

      I wrote poems during my school days and passionately read poetry of famous Urdu poets. I was fond of poetry, which had short lines, because that indicated a full control of the poet on his or her work.    It was amazing to read Jazeera,   a collection of Urdu poems of Stephen Gill, where nearly all poems have short lines. This reveals the soul of each poem in a few words—a difficult job indeed.  

       The Flame is about a long history of peace expressed in every verse in solid form and with fresh imagery, which make the Flame a masterpiece. The Flame is not the flame of terror but the flame of peace. 

      I do not know, why Stephen Gill is still a blossom in wilderness when he deserves to be a renowned envoy of peace of some esteemed organizations and on the peak of his fame. It seems that the world still accepts readily those who write about sensational aspects, violence and sex, instead of those who write peacefully for peace. (Dr.. Nazir Bhatti,  editor-in chief of Pakistan Christian Post. His book The Trial of Pakistani Christian Nation is going to be released in 2008)

*The Flame is the longest poem: The Flame is the longest poem on terrorism in the last two or three decades. I have checked all the other available sources. Modern terrorism is indeed a recent phenomenon. I have visited The Gazette and enjoyed reading the poems from The Flame and the critique on Gill and for sure, Dr. Bhatti, the commentator and the chief editor of Pakistan Christian Post is right. I have decided to write a critique on The Flame after receiving the copy. Please give me sufficient time and I hope to come out with an intelligent and resourceful critique. (Dr. . Dominic Savio, Reader in English, Kamraj University, India)                                                       
*A different message in the Flame grabs my attention 
Usually I avoid giving my opinion on books.  The Flame is quite different when it comes to message of world peace. It is this message that grabs my attention and forces me to write. 

       Religious fanatics of today are busy finding new ways for atrocities, including murder, suicide bombing, and rape. In this environment, the Flame, Dr. Stephen Gill‘s latest book, is most appropriate and timely. Peace is the message of the Flam,   the longest poem in English. Dr. Gill paints a touching picture with the colors of life and death, fear and hostility, love and torture, humanity and bloodshed for the massive awareness without being prejudice.   Dr. Gill has been building bridges for years through his articles, speeches and books. I am confident that The Flame, a book of 152 pages that conveys a long poetic message of peace, will be a unique contribution to Global Peace. 
(An artist, Steve Almas from Canada is a prominent poet of Urdu). 

*Stephen Gill condemns terrorism in his poetic way in the Flame 
The Flame, a long poem of one hundred and fifty-two pages, is about the destruction caused by maniac messiahs.    Terrorism, which is born in the diabolical minds of religious, political and financial fanatics, is probably the single most dangerous enemy to world peace. What a blessing to have poets like Dr. Stephen Gill, who boldly declares through their poetic art about human responsibilities to create and maintain peace in the world. The Flame--  Dr. Gill’s latest book, is a perfect example of that. Filled with provoking questions, this long poem challenges to see humanity through the eyes of the Divine love.  The Flame unfolds a tragic story that reveals the diabolic work and how, by igniting the flame of peace, humans can defeat the monster of terrorism. . The darkness can be defeated  with the light of revelation and grace. Silence is not the answer.  Voices together with Dr. Stephen Gill , should condemn the demon of terrorism to establish the state of lasting peace.
 (Nikola Dimitrov, author of three book, is  ordained minister of Living Faith Ministry International in Bulgaria) nikolahelen@gmail.com
*Struck in a unique way while reading The Flame.

While browsing through Dr Stephen Gill’s 152-page poetry book, The Flame,  I am  stuck in  a unique way. Dr Gill lashes at the ‘maniac messiahs’ who love going on rampage, destroying peace and harmony on their way to gain their own selfish ends. These religious fanatics are out to bedevil human relation without delving deep into what religion means. They commit atrocities in the name of religion.
     
 As I am reading the poetry book, I get the impression that the poet  personifies  the flame that dwells in every peace-loving man and woman and invokes it to manifest itself as a harmonizer, a harbinger of peace, as in the following opening lines of this long poem: 
                          

 You are the imperishable harmony
 that reaps unparalleled prosperity. (P. 32)
  

This book deserves to be read by  poetry-loving people, because  it gives  a message about global peace in an artistic way. (Dr. Bhaskar Roy Barman, author of Gateway to Heaven ( a novel) and other books,  is  president of World Literature Society. )

*A Note on Stephen Gill’s The Flame                                                                                                    While editing my recent book on Stephen Gill, I found that a note of feverish anxiety runs through his creative works. This ambassador of peace is perturbed because of the destruction of calm, peace and tranquility in the world by the maniac messiahs. The same distaste for ‘the avatars of savagery’ is to be found in his latest poetic work, The Flame, which is divided into eight parts and sixty two cantos. The following expression from the thirteenth canto is sure to touch the innermost chords of the reader’s heart:
There was an arm and a head

and a woman’s leg

from the knee down

the rest was buried under the rubble.

A body appeared

to have been through

a meat grinder.

There was an open chest cavity

beside a headless torso.

The just-quoted lines exhibit the presence of the senseless and chaotic violence, pervading the human society. Gill’s heart is ever crying, for this ‘blood-dimmed tide’ of carnivorous violence is devouring the humans.

     I hope the book may enlighten the flame of compassion and sacrifice in the human society, filled with ‘remorseless forces of brutalities. ’Another important point about this book is its autobiographical preface, which outlines the growth of Gill’s career as a writer. Gill’s experiences may serve as instructive prescriptions for the budding and upcoming writers. One such experience, which he shares with the readers, is that he always keeps ‘a notebook to put down any striking word or phrase that comes across during a talk, reading or from anywhere.’

     Besides, the preface of the book is marked by extraordinary candour and frankness of Gill. How many intellectuals and writers can confess as truthfully as Gill has done in the following lines:

My one problem was my early education that did not help me gain self-confidence and skill. It was my early education that remained a serious obstacle in my life. I had attended the cheapest schools that were run by governments. In these schools, the media of instruction was the local language. English was touched nominally at the elementary level without any emphasis on conversation…

      My question is—Do the other writers and poets have the same courage and moral strength to speak in such a candid manner about their earlier career and life? Gill has done it in The Flame. It shows the man behind the words—a good natured man with a transparent heart.

     The Flame, from the pen of such a man, must be read by the citizens of the world to eliminate ‘the jungle/ of deafening disorder’ from the hearts. I strongly recommend this book to the people of all nationalities, communities, classes and castes. If language is the barrier, it must be translated into several native languages. The intellectuals and writers must come forward to translate this monumental work into several other world languages. (Dr .Nilanshu  Agarwal is Senior Lecturer in English at Feroze Gandhi College, Rae Bareli, (U.P.), India. His book Discovering Stephen Gil is to be released shortly.) 

*Deep and highly moving poem

I have had the honour of going through highly thought-provoking, touching, deep and highly moving long poem the Flame by Dr Stephen Gill. It reminds me of Walcott's poem “Sea Grapes” and Neruda's poem “Tonight I can Write”. Similar sentiments flow from the Flame. Dr Gill, a well known champion of world peace and harmony, yet again comes out with distinct vision and message. A unique poem, subtle and absorbing. This poem by itself can be a subject of doctoral dissertations  at post graduate level. 

(KKSrivastava, Jaipur, INDIA, author of Ineluctable Stillness, and An Armless Hand Writes)

*Stephen Gill’s Flame is an epic poem in the composition of which the author has invested all his skills as a poet, a thinker and a philosopher…

Stephen Gill holds up high with burning passion the Flame of Peace. This commitment is rooted in his life-long encounters with humankind’s incorrigible tendency to succumb time and again to the evil charms of religious fanaticism, ultra-nationalism and racism. The Flame is an epic poem in the composition of which the author has invested all his skills as a poet, a thinker and a philosopher of the weak and oppressed. The end result is a creative work of such overwhelming beauty – notwithstanding the fact that most of the space is devoted to depicting the ugly faces of self-righteousness, cultural arrogance, violence and terrorism. The beauty is naturally not in the shocking and depressing data that he presents, but the argument for peace that he advances as each facet of human wickedness is reviewed in light of his own message and philosophy of peace and love. I have been profoundly touched and moved by the author’s goodness of heart and idealism.

(Author and peace activist, Professor Ishtiaq Ahmed teaches at  Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore , and Stockholm University.) 

* Stephen Gill’s poem The Flame gives all the reasons for peace 
Stephen Gill’s world is one of exquisite sensitivity.  His compassion encompasses all humankind and probably the animal world as well.  THE FLAME is a poem of yearning for Peace.  It gives us chilling, depressing descriptions of the aftermath of terrorist attacks, particularly vicious over the past fifteen years.  We cannot even be certain of which attack he is speaking; we are reasonably sure it is the twin towers in New York City, but perhaps it is the Oklahoma City bombing, or the Nairobi/Dar-Es Salaam terrorist attacks on the American Embassies there in 1998, perhaps the Buenos Aires bombing on the Jewish Community Centre in 1994.  Most certainly Stephen is remembering the terrorism in his native India, and I, an Israeli, see in my mind the skeletons of buses, of restaurants, of marketplaces, of hotels, the body parts he tells of, the horror…  In places his poem is reminiscent of King David’s “Song of Songs”; it is a love poem to Peace.  “Life disintegrates/ where the rays of flame/ do not reach”, he says.  And to terrorists: “This is the palace of peace/do not come near”, as peace says to him, “Open your heart/I live in your veins”.

       And he to peace: “Here I shall devise a basilica for you/where daffodils shall never die”. After an attack, “I do not hear any dove/or nightingale/the leafless trees/tear me apart”. “For days/sparrows, roses and dawns/forgot their songs…”

       THE FLAME is a poem of tenderness, incomprehension, longing, anger, hope, sadness.  It is a poem which gives all the reasons for Peace, and also the reasons we do not have it.  Were there more Stephen Gills in this world. (Helen Bar-Lev, a prominent poet and artist from Israel, edits Voices Israel Anthology.)
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