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Mrs. Nalini Sharma’s 
“Rhythm is an ambitious venture of the poet. The poems, in this impressive collection, are sincere, beautiful and sensuous reflections of a poetic mind. They are finely constructed and moving-poems which would bring pleasure and a sharing of experience to the reader,” (blurb).
is rightly remarked by Dr. Anita Juneja. Actually Nalini Sharma is not a new name but she has been involved in the field of creative writing since a long time. Till date, she has to her credit five Hindi collections of poems short stories, novel and five collections in English. (Poems and short stories) published so far wherein her poems of kaleidoscopic season are collected by her. Being a versatile bilingual writer, Nalini is as expressive and emotional as any other Indian English poet. Language or diction has never become the barriers to her. She has been flowing her nectarine poetry in a prolific manner and simplicity and music are her chief traits. So she has been awarded in various poetry contexts. In the present collection 92 poems are picked by the poet who feels aright and states candidly:

All my poem in this collection are my spontaneous outpouring and as I said earlier they have taken wings from my emotions in the tranquility of divine pre dawn hours.” (‘Why I write’,p-8)

Truly her poems cover a vast panorama, viz, social, moral cultural, political, mystical, nature, feminism, philosophy and positively. She on one hand says, in Keatsian manner:
I am intoxicated

With the wine of poetry

My cap is full to the brim

Never empty (17)

And appears to be a votary of beauty imagination and expression while on the other hand, her reflective quality is discernable when she says:

Lip service is a sharp sword

In sweet honey if it dipped

It’s a culting edge is never lost

And, in no time one is ripped.

X
  X
    X

An armchair politician speaks rot a lot

A smooth operator, no goods he delivers

Nothing more than a slick talking shops

He is like a tale tree, no fruit that bears.

[‘lip service’p-26]

She is a poetess with a mission who knows her duty in this age of mind boggling intellectual leanings to bring about a reasonable reconciliation between the mystery and tedium. Her images in the collection are usually enticing and natural so they enhance her themes. She has a keen and analytical eye for each minute phenomenon so she successfully explores her imaginative vision to locate a world that pulsates with emotional intensity, compassion and concern. Her verses have purity beauty and perfection which are steeped in Indianness so her expression soars high and high. Like Toru Dutt when she mixes Indian themes and references, her poetry becomes more aromatic and delightful. For example in the poem ‘The Ganga’ Nalini’s flow and spontaneity becomes matchless when she says:

Quiet flows the Ganga since eternity

With great poise steadily majestically

Divine aura lends her ethereal beauty

So calm and serene morning gracefully

        X

X

X

Cascades with force into the vast ocean

That waits outstretching his arms eagerly

Longing to hold her in its broad bosom

To merge her into him forever eternally (40)

In another poem ‘My Poetry’ we can not but at her spiritual bent of mind;

Poetry is my prayer

A holy communion with God

It is a flower rare

Grown in divine abode.(44)

And in another poem ‘Fact of life’, she speaks philosophically (which is also Indian):

Each stage of life seems rosy from a distance

For grass looks greener on the other side of the fence (103)

Besides long poems, there are some Haiku annexed in the last of the book where the master craftsmanship of her can also be felt in the following Haiku which are both didactic and meditative:

A liar shouts louder

To make falsehood convincing

And mirror the truth of contemporary life:
Politicians

Hold peace and people hostage

In captivity

X
X
X

We not friendly with

Hurry, worry and curry

They rob peace and health

X
X
X

Man’s behavior

Reflects his education

Taste and upbringing (119)

Nalini has included some excellent haikus on hello, positive thinking and kinship and some twenty five Zen poems which are also adding the charm of the book.

To conclude, it can be said with conviction that Nalini Sharma has established herself among the full bloomed female poets of the world. Like Dr. H. Tulsi, the world leader of metrical poetry and she is renovating and reviving the lyrical poetry in this age of frees verse. Her vision and voice both orchestrate in such a harmonious way that she appears to be a perfect poetess of the era and the present collection is adding the glory as well as beauty of her poetry and is establishing her more firmly in the soil of Indian English poetry.
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